6. Music and Dance | gweuus mm 1guupis

Chennai is a city which has a significant population representing many
states of India, and all communities celebrate their cultural traditions
with a lot of fanfare. This makes the cultural scene in Chennai vibrant
and multi-faceted.

Bharatanatyam and Carnatic music are traditional forms of dance and
music in South India. Chennai is now the centre for both. The Music
Academy and Kalakshetra are amongst the oldest institutions of Chennai
which have played a major role in shaping the cultural ethos of the city.
(Kalakshetra was established in the 1930s by Rukmini Devi Arundale-
the great dancer and educationist—so that people of any region or creed
could learn the arts of India in a spirit of devotion and humility.)

Every December, the city of Chennai has its Music and Dance Season
(lasting five to six weeks), which has been described as the world's largest
cultural event. It not only allows “rasikas” of music and dance to appreciate
performances by renowned artistes but also provides an opportunity for
promising young artistes to display their talent and skill,

Regional theatre, folk dance and folk music have always been a part of
Chennai's cultural scene, portraying current socio-political issues as well
as historical and mythological themes.

Bharathanatyam

Karagam
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Puli Attam is performed by young men with painted bodies in colours
yellow and black, complete with fangs, head gear with ears, paws with
claws and long lail, simulating the prancing, pouncing tiger in every
ferocious move. We can see these dancers parading the streets of Chennai
during the months of June and July.
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ACTIVITY TIME
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1. Sounds of Music /| @ens gelssh

Musical instruments are key to any performing art. Musical instruments can be
divided into three categories: Wind, String, Percussion. Below are pictures of
musical instruments. Name the instruments and the category to which they
belong.
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2. Can you recognise the artiste below? In the lines given, name the artiste
and write about what she is famous for. | £G8p 2 _sen sepeogyT WT asy
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3. Have you attended a Carnatic music concert or a Bharatanatyam dance performance? Make a group of 5-6 and spend an evening attending a dance
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Gupsuns Bmembs o@m BLa Bspsid seg stepiis Beas Bespifdgs Gsap swls gm wrsal Gurwss Caualhisen.

My experience at a cultural event. (You may want to answer a few questions as you write about it. Where it happened, what it was about, the name of the artiste(s),
what was performed, what costumes did they wear, the instruments used, what did you think about it, how did you feel, etc.)
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4. Find out the names of some of the other cultural festivals in our city. Use the table below to list at least two of them, the time of the year they occur in
Chennai, number of days the festivals last and what they are about. / Grammenuis) CaraaLrLiuby Caupy fa soe sprésaia Quuissna GalBs
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Festival Name Place Performed Duration and month What is it about

s slpmails Guuwi Bapdd b EenLGupid wrEw wHpo slpn aensl b
BT sals aanadisms

HOOA ALIALLTW

i




