
 
Tughlaqabad   Fort 

History  
Tughlaqabad is considered to be the third capital 

city of Delhi. The city was named after Tughlaq 

dynasty (1320-1412 AD) that ruled a large part of 

India from Delhi and the three prominent rulers 

were Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq, his son Mohammad bin 

Tughlaq and his nephew Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

Khusrau Khan, the last king of the Khilji dynasty was 

killed by Ghazni Malik, who later ascended the 

throne assuming the title Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. He 

built Tughlaqabad the second fortified city spanning 

an area of 6.5 km over a period of four years and 

was divided into: the wider fortified city area, 

originally rectangular in plan, the citadel and the adjacent palace that once 

consisted of royal residences. One main purpose to build this massive fort 

was to resist the threat of Mongol attacks.  

Architecture of the fort  
 Tall and remarkable fort built on a rocky hill was surrounded by 

massive stone fortifications built with rubble masonry surfaced over 

quartzite stone 

 Sloppy higher walls, double storied bastions with numerous silts, 

gateways are a common feature. It is one of the thickest walls in 

India is about 10 to 15 ft thick. The city believed to have 52 

gateways of which few remains 

 The main entrance to the fort today is on the southern side facing 

the pathway leading to the tomb of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. 13 ft high 

entrance gate was originally used by Ghiyasuddin to visit the site of 

his tomb  

 A natural pathway leads to the citadel which is square in plan  



Bastions, gateways, huge thick walls etc are common features of a 
medieval fort in India. Draw these architectural elements of a fort in the 

boxes given below   
 Bastion                                       Gateway                                Fortified wall  

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cursed Fort!!!! 
The building of the fortress was controversial. The builder, 

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq a powerful ruler ordered all the labourers of 

delhi to devote themselves solely to the construction of his city. 

During the same time, revered sufi saint, nizamuddin auilya was 

building a baoli or stepwell next to the dargah. The workers went 

against the orders of the ruler and worked tirelessly in the night at 

the baoli.  

 

Despite his efforts, the ruler could not do anything to harm the saint. 

He went out on a military campaign and wanted to punish the saint on 

his return. The saint despite the threat stayed in Delhi and simply said 

‘Dehli dur ast’ or ‘delhi is yet far’.  

 

The ruler never entered the city alive and was killed in an accident 

when a pavilion built for his welcome constructed by his son 

mohammad bin tughlaq collapsed. According to ibn batuta, arab 

traveler the accident was planned by Mohammad to become the 

emperor. It is said the ruler cursed the new city by saying ‘ya base 

gujjar ya rahe ujad’ or ‘either it will be occupied by gujjars or it will 

be a wasteland.  

 

It remained uninhabited and was abandoned within a few years after 

its construction.  

 



Unique features 

Tomb of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq 
 Built by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq, probably finished by his son, a perfect 

example of Indo- Islamic architecture. 

 it was approached by a pathway that originally connected it to the 

fort which ran over a water reservoir but now dry  

 The tomb lies inside a fortified wall constructed with Delhi stone 

grey in colour with a bastion and tomb stands on a high platform 

 The interiors are decorated with red sandstone, arched borders and 

intricate jali work  

 Three graves- one of the ruler, other two belongs to his wife and son  

 

Public buildings  
 Some ruined buildings which appears to be various public buildings and 

some were the part of a palace with large grand halls  

Citadel 
 Built high, probably the private living and working area for the 

emperor 

 On the one side of the entrance of citadel, there is a small mosque 

with a Bengal style roof or vault dome. According to an inscription, 

the mosque was built in 1618 by Sheikh Farid during the reign of 

Mughal Emperor, Jahangir. Behind the mosque there was a large 

reservoir  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other monuments  
 Tomb of Zafar Khan whose identity remains unknown 

 Pillared verandah-is believed to be a madrasa ( Islamic college)  

 Underground chambers and grain pits - probably storerooms but 

were converted into living quarters  

 Burj mandal- a flat top building which has been referred to as 

Jahanuma meaning ‘that which shows you the world’ as it gave the 

best view of Tughlaqabad 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
REFERENCES – BOOKLET ON TUGHLAQABAD BY DELHI TOURISM AND INTACH  

Another fort -Adilabad fort  
Built in the same period, style, material and construction, seems 

to be an extension of Tughlaqabad fort, this fort was built in 

1327-28 by Mohammad bin Tughlaq as a symbol of his own might 

and power. It is one of the oldest forts in Delhi which remained 

unexplored for and few of the remaining examples of Tughlaq-

era architecture.  

 

What is Indo- Islamic architecture? Write two main features of this 
stylized architecture  
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Architecture of the Tughlaqs!!! 
 Ruled about 77 years with ten rulers who built many civil 

and religious structures infrastructure like roads, dams, 

canals, step wells etc. 

 Their buildings had ‘batter’ walls built with earth slightly 

slopping inwards  

 Use of grey quartzite from delhi  

 They focussed on quickly building the structures rather 

than on beauty and outer appearance that’s why most 

buildings are plain  

 Blended indigenous like kalash, lotus buds with imported 

elements from central asia like arches , domes etc  

 

 Write down the names of a few notable Tughlaq monuments   

1.______________________2.__________________________ 

   3.______________________ 4. _________________________ 

 
 


