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PrimeMinister
Jawaharlal Nehru
wanted it to be a city
"unfettered by the
traditions of the past."
He hired a Swiss-
French architect named
Le Corbusier to design
it. Le Corbusier laid out
a neat grid of numbered
sectors, wide tree-lined
roads, and three great
concrete buildings at
the city's head, the
Secretariat, the
Assembly, and the High
Court, together called
the Capitol Complex.

Most  c i t ies  grow slowly,  old
quarters  on top of  older  ruins ,
temples  next  to  off ice  blocks.
Chandigarh is  different .  I t  arr ived
al l  a t  once,  in  the ear ly  1950s,
planned from scratch on farmland at
the foot  of  the Shival ik  hi l ls .  A new
capi ta l  for  Punjab,  af ter  Lahore
went  to  Pakis tan.  And yet ,  in  just
seventy years ,  i t  has  bui l t  a
her i tage that  is  deep,  layered,  and
st i l l  very much al ive.

Le Corbusier

"CHANDIGARH IS A BIG
THING. IT IS THE
FIRST LARGE-SCALE
WORK OF PLANNING
IN FREE INDIA."
— JAWAHARLAL
NEHRU
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Somewhere in  Chicago
right  now, there  is
probably a  chair  in  a
col lector 's  l iving room. I t
is  a  teak armchair  with
cane weaving,  with a
part icular  angle  to  the
back that  Pierre  Jeanneret
got  r ight  af ter  years  of
working in  the ci ty  of
Chandighar .  I t  was made
in Chandigarh in  the la te
1950s,  for  a  government
off ice .  I t  much have sat  in
that  off ice  for  decades.
Then i t  d isappeared.  I t
was sold at  the Wright
Auct ion House in
Chicago,  They are  the
original  furnishings of  the
Legis la t ive Assembly,  the
High Court ,  the
Secretar ia t ,  Panjab
Universi ty 's  Central
Library,  and the College
of  Archi tecture ,
inst i tut ions that  are  s t i l l
funct ioning,  in  a  c i ty  that
has  been a  UNESCO
World Heri tage Si te  s ince
2016.  

EDITORIALINTACH June
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What can you do? If  you are  a
s tudent  s tudying in  a  bui lding that
may s t i l l  hold or iginal  Jeanneret
furni ture  pay at tent ion to  what  is
around you.  I f  you see teak chairs
with cane weaving or  low peg-leg
tables ,  that  is  your  her i tage.  Tel l
someone.  Take a  photograph.  Ask
your  inst i tut ion whether  the pieces
are  catalogued.  Awareness  is  the
f i rs t  s tep in  protect ion.

A table  designed for  the Punjab and
Haryana Vidhan Sabha sold in  France
last  year.  A set  of  commit tee
armchairs  f rom the Assembly were
sold at  a  Chicago auct ion in  Apri l
2024.  In  December 2024,  more pieces
went  in  Luxembourg.  In  ear ly  2025,
Sworders  in  the UK auct ioned a
Jeanneret  col lect ion.  The sales  are  not
s lowing down.  They are  accelerat ing.
This  happened because nobody
thought  to  protect  these objects  unt i l
they were already gone.  Dealers ,
acquired pieces  cheaply from
government  scrap sales  in  the 1990s
and ear ly  2000s.  They took them
abroad and sold them at  enormous
markups to  col lectors  who understood
their  value.  By the t ime anyone in
Chandigarh looked up,  the pr ices  were
in the lakhs and the chairs  were in
Paris .
The Chandigarh Adminis t rat ion has
not  been ent i re ly inact ive.  There is  a
Heri tage I tems Protect ion Cel l .  There
have been act ion plans.  The Minis t ry
of  Home Affairs  imposed restr ic t ions
on the disposal  and export  of
Jeanneret  and Le Corbusier  furni ture .
But  the restr ic t ions have not  held.  



Sukhna Lake wasn ' t  in  Le Corbusier ' s  or iginal  blueprints .  I t
arr ived out  of  pract ical  necessi ty:  the seasonal  Sukhna
Choe s t ream was dammed in 1958,  creat ing a  reservoir  a t
the foot  of  the Shival iks .  What  s tar ted as  a  ut i l i tar ian
measure became the ci ty 's  most  loved publ ic  space,  a  3-
ki lometre  promenade where morning walkers ,  rowing clubs,
migrat ing birds ,  and Sunday picnickers  have coexis ted for
s ix  decades.

Sukhna Lake & the Shivalik Forests
INTACH June

The Shival ik  hi l ls  have
sandy soi ls  embedded
with clay pockets ,  they
erode rapidly during the
monsoon.  For  decades,
this  erosion fed s i l t  in to
Sukhna at  a larming
rates .  The response was
a long programme of
afforestat ion and soi l
conservat ion in  the
catchment  area work
that  t ransformed
degraded scrubland into
a funct ioning forest ,
eventual ly  not i f ied as
the Sukhna Wildl i fe
Sanctuary in  1998.

By 1988,  Sukhna had
lost  66% of  i ts

original  water-
holding capacity

because of  si l tat ion
from the Shivalik

catchment
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The Capitol  ComplexINTACH June

The Capi tol  Complex s i ts  a t  the northern t ip  of  Chandigarh,
in  Sector  1 ,  with the Shival ik  Hil ls  r ight  behind i t .  This  is
the only place in  the ci ty  where Le Corbusier ' s  big ideas
about  c i ty  planning are  a l l  vis ible  a t  once.  Three concrete
bui ldings,  the Secretar ia t ,  the  Legis la t ive Assembly,  and the
High Court ,  face each other  across  a  huge open esplanade.
Four  sculptural  monuments  complete  the picture:  the Open
Hand,  the Tower of  Shadows,  the Geometr ic  Hil l ,  and the
Martyr 's  Memorial .
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The Open Hand,  the ci ty 's
off ic ia l  emblem  s tands 26
metres  ta l l  and spins  on a  pivot
to  face the wind.  Le Corbusier
descr ibed i ts  meaning s imply:
open to  give,  open to  receive.  I t
was his  las t  great  unfinished
project  in  Chandigarh;  he died in
1965 before  i t  could be bui l t .
The monument  was f inal ly  put  up
in 1985.



CHANDIGARH IS ONE OF THE FEW CITIES
IN THE WORLD WHERE EACH SECTOR
WAS DESIGNED AS A SELF-SUFFICIENT
NEIGHBOURHOOD EACH ONE WAS
DESIGNED WITH ITS OWN MARKET,
SCHOOL, AND GREEN BELT,  SO PEOPLE
WOULDN'T NEED TO TRAVEL FAR FOR
DAILY NEEDS.  TODAY THERE ARE 56
SECTORS IN THE CITY.

INTACH June

DID U KNOW?
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The Rock Garden

Sometime in the early 1960s, a man
named Nek Chand Saini, a road
inspector in the Public Works
Department began clearing a small
patch of jungle near the northern edge
of the city. He set stones in a circle. He
made a figure from broken bangles and
some pebbles. He came back the next
day, and the day after that. He worked
at night, after his shift, in total secrecy.
He continued for eighteen years. When
the Chandigarh Administration finally
discovered what he had made, they
found, sculptures formed from
industrial waste

"The Rock Garden is  now
acknowledged as one of  the

modern wonders of  the world.
Over 5 ,000 visitors each day,
some 12 mil l ion people so far,
have walked through this  vast

creation — the greatest  art ist ic
achievement seen in India since

the Taj  Mahal ."— Nek Chand
Foundation 



The Jeanneret  House MuseumINTACH June

Pierre Jeanneret, Le
Corbusier's cousin, was the
true day-to-day architect of
Chandigarh. He lived here
for seventeen years,
supervised construction,
adapted the master plan to
Indian conditions, trained
local engineers, and
designed furniture that still
fills the city's government
buildings. His residence, a
modest double-storey at the
edge of a sector green has
been converted into a
museum.

HUNDREDS OF ORIGINAL TEAK
CHAIRS DESIGNED BY PIERRE
JEANNERET HAVE LEFT
CHANDIGARH THROUGH AUCTION
HOUSES — A SINGLE COURTROOM
CHAIR SOLD FOR SEVERAL
THOUSAND EUROS IN PARIS.
CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION IS
NOW IMPLEMENTING AN ACTION
PLAN TO CATALOGUE, RESTORE, AND
PROTECT WHAT REMAINS.  THEY
HAVE SOUGHT ACCESS TO LE
CORBUSIER'S ORIGINAL DRAWINGS
TO VERIFY AUTHENTICITY.

The Jeanneret  Furniture
Crisis

original  "city
furniture,"  made in

the city 's  own
workshops between

1952 and 1965.
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Literally "flower work" in
Punjabi, thread embroidery with
neat, geometric and natural
motifs on coarse hand-spun
cotton cloth. Done from the
reverse side; the pattern emerges
on the front through a careful
darning stitch. Every major life
event in a Punjabi woman's life
was once marked by a phulkari: a
chope at weddings (gold thread
on red cloth), a thirma (on
white), a nilak (red and yellow
over blue).
Today phulkari is made across
Chandigarh on dupattas, kurtas,
blouses, and sarees. 

The Crafts  of  Chandigarh

Phulkari Dhurrie Weaving
A dhurr ie  is  a  f la t -woven
Indian f loor  covering l ighter
than a  carpet ,  revers ible ,  and
tradi t ional ly  woven on a  pi t
loom or  a  ver t ical  f rame.  In
Chandigarh and wider
Punjab,  dhurr ies  are  made
from cot ton,  wool ,  jute ,  or
s i lk ,  in  geometr ic  or  f loral
pat terns .  The three main
types are  Navalgund
Jamkhana,  Ja-Namaz (prayer
mat  format) ,  and Guddar
(from recycled cloth s t r ips)
each have dis t inct  weave
structures .
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Jutt i
Traditional closed footwear
from Punjab, worked
entirely by hand. Its most
distinctive feature is its
symmetry: there is no left or
right shoe rather both are
identical, and the leather
moulds to the foot with
wear. The upper is
embroidered with gold or
silver wire called tilla, which
covers the entire surface in
dense geometric patterns.
Men cut and assemble the
leather; women do the tilla
embroidery on uppers and
backs.

Mitti  da Kaam
Pottery in  Chandigarh draws
on the t radi t ions of  Punjab,
Haryana,  and Himachal
Pradesh.  Three main
tradi t ions are  pract iced:
terracot ta  pot tery (ut i l i tar ian
and ceremonial  vessels  in
unglazed red clay) ,  blue
pot tery ( imported via  Jaipur
but  now pract iced local ly,
with Persian-inf luenced
cobal t  pat terns  on a  white
base) ,  and Kashmiri-
inf luenced work brought  by
art isans who set t led here
af ter  Par t i t ion.



Can you find and mark these
places on the map of Chandigarh?

Capitol 
The Rock Garden
Sukhna Lake
The Government Museum 

INTACH JuneActivity Corner
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Green,  Jared.  "Chandigarh:  Where Modernism Met  India ."  The Dir t  (American Society of  Landscape
Archi tects) ,  Apri l  4 ,  2017,  reviewing Shaun Fynn's  Chandigarh Revealed:  Le Corbusier ' s  Ci ty  Today
(Princeton Archi tectural  Press ,  2017) .
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Chandigarh."

Civi l  Society Magazine.  "Sukhna Lake is  Now a Wetland."  
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to the Modern Movement ."  

Chandigarh Tourism (Off icial)
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