
What is 
heritage?

some definitions of heritage. . .

a cultural legacy or tradition passed on within a community from one generation to another.  

www.indianahistory.org/programming/immigration/glossary

something possessed as a result of one’s natural situation or birth; 

something transmitted by or acquired from a predecessor.  www.unesco.org/csi/pub/papers/glimpse11.htm

those places, objects and indigenous languages that have aesthetic, historic, scientific or social 

significance or other special value for future generations as well as for the community today. 

www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/environment/index.cfm 

practices that are handed down from the past by tradition (for instance “a heritage of freedom”

or “the world’s heritage of knowledge”) www.wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 

do you have a definition for heritage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Think about words closely associated with Heritage  
- inheritance, hereditary... Do you see a common link?

inheritance is any attribute or immaterial possession that is inherited from ancestors  

(for instance “my only inheritance was my mother’s blessing”); a title or property or estate that 

passes by law to the heir on the death of the owner; hereditary succession to a title or an office  

or property.  wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn
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involve parents, friends and other people your 
students know in gathering this information. link it 
to your science, history or geography lessons.

when students have completed their activity sheets, 
you can share the experience. they can even put up 
an exhibition for the school!

an activity can culminate in students preparing: 
name Boards for trees in their school; 
tree Walks for other students;
tree-care Programme for your school compound;
adopt-a-tree Programme anywhere in the area.
you may also try to conclude the activity with  
a small exhibition on our favourite trees  
for forestry day / founder’s day / parents’ day.
 

heritage education needs to follow a process 

r  collect and share information 

r  Understand and aPPreciate

r  care and act

for example the activity sheet on natUral 

heritage – trees is designed for you to photocopy 
and distribute amongst the club members.

What is 
heritage education?
heritage education is fun because it covers exciting topics like:

Natural Heritage
our interaction with the natural environment—lakes, hills, trees, animals, birds—is central  
to the way we look at life.  all our cultural expressions —art, folklore, religion and customs—  
stem from this core. a respect for our local environment ultimately leads to a deeper  
understanding of our own culture and that of others.

built Heritage
historic buildings, gardens, secular and religious buildings, streets and towns help us 
understand how people in earlier times lived and interacted with each other. these need 
to be protected as landmarks of our historic environment.

liviNg Heritage
traditions of crafts and performing arts, culinary and medical knowledge, folk-
tales and rituals are all part of a heritage that continues to be practiced. it 
is handed down from one generation to the next, maintaining the thread  
of a continuous tradition.
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